




Joel: The Day of the LORD
From Ken Hanna’s From Moses to Malachi (2012)

“The central thought of Joel’s prophecy is the day of the Lord. He 
uses a present crisis, a devastating locus plague (1:1-12), to an-
nounce a catastrophic judgment yet to come on Jerusalem (2:1-
17) and all nations (3:1-17). As severe as the present locust plague 
was, it paled in comparison with that great and dreadful day of 
the Lord yet to come (2:11). The message of Joel is rooted in the 
historic present but focused on the prophetic future. The present 
crisis foreshadowed a greater judgment yet to come. That final 
assault on the land of Judah will be unprecedented in scope (2:2). 
That northern army will be supernaturally destroyed by God’s in-
tervention (2:20). The day of the Lord will climax with God’s des-
truction of the nations as they are gathered for battle in the valley 
of Jehoshaphat (3:2, 12).”



Joel: The Day of the LORD
From Ken Hanna’s From Moses to Malachi (2012)

“Judgment is not final, nor the only thing God has planned. Joel 
also predicts the outpouring of the Spirit of God (2:28-29) and a 
glorious restoration of Judah & Jerusalem (3:1, 17-21). Thus, Joel’s 
message embraces both judgment and hope for restoration. The 
basis for that promised deliverance is national repentance (2:12-
13). Both in the midst of the present devastation by the locust 
plague (1:13-14) and in the warning of a future judgment, Joel 
issues a call for the people to repent (2:12-17). Joel opens with 
Zion reeling from God’s devastating visitation (1:1-12) and closes 
with blessing flowing from Zion, a city made holy by the presence 
of God (3:18-21).”



Joel: The Day of the LORD
R. E. Showers, Maranatha: Our Lord Comes (1995)

“. . . the Day of the Lord in the future will be at least 
twofold in nature. Just as each day of creation and 
the Jewish day consisted of two phases – a time of 
darkness (‘evening’) followed by a time of light (‘day’)
[Gen. 1:4-6] – so the future Day of the Lord will con-
sist of two phases, a period of darkness (judgment) 
followed by a period of light (divine rule & blessing).”



Pre-exilic prophets (9)

Post-exilic prophets (3)

Ninth Century B.C.
• Obadiah (845 B.C.)
• Joel (835 B.C.)
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Interpretive Key = Rev. 1:19 (NASB)

“Write the things which you have seen, and the things 

which are, and the things which will take place after 

these things.” (see 4:1)

First 69 

Weeks of 

Daniel
(Dan. 9:24-27)

------ Daniel’s 70th Week ------
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Outline of the book of Revelation 

Jesus, the risen & glorified Lord, 

gave it (this outline) to John on the 

island of Patmos (see 1:19)

Future events, after the

Rapture of the Church
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