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“In 2nd and 3rd John, the topic that lies behind both letters is the 
visits of itinerant teachers and what treatment is to be given 
them. Both letters are concerned with Christian truth and love, 
and their relationship to hospitality. However, the message of 
each differs. In 2nd John the church is warned not to extend 
hospitality to false teachers who deny the doctrine of the incar-
nation; while in 3rd John, “the Elder” commends Gaius for the 
hospitality he has shown to teachers of the truth, urges him to 
continue it, and sharply rebukes Diotrephes for his refusal to 
welcome them and for his opposition to those who wished to. 
The two letters must be read together if we’re to gain a balanced 
understanding of the duties and limits of Christian hospitality.”

John R. W. Stott, The Epistles of John (pub. July 1964).
Part of the Tyndale New Testament Commentaries



“The brief epistle of Jude is without a parallel in the N.T. for its vehe-
ment denunciation of libertines & apostates. While displaying affect-
ionate concern for true believers, it burns with fiery indignation and 
vivid pronouncements of judgment upon religious sensualists. It heaps
denunciation upon errorists who pollute the purity of the faith and 
insists that the revelation of God in Christ cannot be compromised. In 
our day when an increasing number regard truth as relative and are 
growing more willing to consider all religious systems as having some 
validity, many suppose that this epistle has lost its relevance for to-
day. But as long as it is true that belief influences and motivates con-
duct, and as long as God’s holiness continues to stand in opposition 
to all sin and evil, so long will this epistle retain its relevance by dec-
laring God’s unchanging message to men.”

D. Edmond Hiebert. Second Peter and Jude (1989)
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