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Study:  “A Call to Arms”
Fall Study:  Standing Fast in the Last Days: A Study of 2 Peter, 2 & 3 John, and Jude
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INTRODUCTION TO JUDE (Verses 1, 2).

1. “The epistle of Jude is one of the least ____________ and least ___________________ books of the New Testament. Its brevity, subject matter, & location have contributed to its obscurity. However, it is Scripture, and deserves careful attention. It is particularly relevant for ________ generation and its neglect is our loss.”  - Dr. Kenneth Hanna

2. Jude, the _________________ (vs. 1).
“Jude, a servant of Jesus Christ & a brother of James” (1a). “Jude” is adapted from “Judas” (a common name in NT times). Judas the Maccabee had won independence for Israel much earlier and his name re-mained popular.

Six men in the New T. bear this name, including two of the original disciples. However, the designation “brother of James” narrows the list. The author’s purpose in calling attention to that relationship indi-cates that James was a leading figure in the church. Only James, author of the Epistle of James and bro-ther of the Lord Jesus fits that category. The early Church did not question the identity of the author, at-tributing it to Jude, the brother of Jesus and of James (Matt. 13:55; Mark 6:3).

3. Jude, the ___________.

A. The sternness of the letter and the vigorous denunciation of error create a first impression of Jude that is _____________ and ____________________. He was a passionate defender of the faith. He was a man of convictions and forthright speech.

B. There are glimpses of an _______________________ nature and a ______________ spirit. Three times he addresses readers as “beloved” (verses 3, 17, 20). He has a heart concern for those who have been ensnared in the evils being combated and councils a compassionate & saving attitude toward them (vss. 22-23).

4. Jude, his ___________________.
“To those who have been called, who are loved by God the Father and kept by Jesus Christ” (1b).

- “those who have been called” – See Rom. 8:28-30; 1 Cor. 1:22-24.
The effectual call is understood as God’s sovereign drawing of a sinner to salvation. The effectual call to a sinner so overwhelms his natural inclination to rebel that he willingly places faith in Jesus Christ (Jn. 6:44).

- “loved by God the Father and kept by Jesus Christ”
NIV Study Bible (Footnote; vs. 1): “He who holds the whole universe together (Col. 1:17; Heb. 1:3) will see that God’s children are kept in the faith & that they reach their eternal inheritance (Jn. 6:37-40; 17:11-12).”

DISTINCTIVE FEATURES

1. _________________.
“The severity of the tone of the epistle is without parallel in the New Testament. It is the outflashing of righteous indignation against blatant evil” (Hiebert, An Introduction to the New Testament).

2. ____________________ to Second Peter.
No two writings in Scripture have as much in common as Jude and 2 Peter. “There are only 3 verses in the beginning (vss. 1-3) and 7 verses at the end of Jude (vss. 19-25) which do not have extensive paral-lels in 2 Peter.” - Michael Green, The Second Epistle General of Peter and the General Epistle of Jude (1998). 
3. ______________ bound in _____________ (vss. 6-7, 9).
Jude’s description of angels who abandoned their former position and now are confined in chains is ev-en more precise than the reference in 2 Peter. Jude does not link them to the days of Noah, but he does draw a parallel between their sin & the sexual immorality of Sodom & Gomorrah (vss. 6-7). Similarly, only Jude relates the dispute between Michael and the devil regarding the body of Moses (vs. 9).

4. ______________ (vss. 2, 5-8, 8, 11, 25).
Jude has a fondness for triplets in arranging his material. There are ten or twelve such triads in this brief epistle. Mercy, peace, and love appear together in verse 2. Israelites, angels, and cities of the plain are objects of divine judgment in verses 5-8. Cain, Balaam, and Korah are three notorious rebels against God in verse 11. The false teachers pollute, reject, and slander in verse 8. The concluding doxology of verse 25 links past, present, and future. See verses 2, 5-8, 11, 8, 25.

5. ____________________ (vss. 24, 25).
The doxology is the most often quoted passage from Jude. In fact, it is usually the only reference made to this epistle. 

REASON FOR WRITING (Verses 3, 4)

1. __________________ purpose (3a)
“Dear friends, although I was very eager to write to you about the salvation we share, . . .”

Jude set out to write an encouraging letter about “the common salvation”. He was anxious to praise God & rejoice in the salvation God gives in Jesus Christ. But the Spirit of God changed his mind & led Jude to write about the battle against the forces of evil in the world. Why? ‘cause it was needful for the church.

2. __________________ purpose (3b)
“I felt I had to write and urge you to contend for the faith that was once for all entrusted to the saints.”
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Dr. Warren Wiersbe: “I must confess that I sympathize with Jude. In my own ministry, I would much rather encourage the saints than declare war on the apostates. But when the enemy is in the field, the watchmen dare not go to sleep. The Christian life is a battleground, not a playground.”

3. Reason:  __________________ have _________________________ the church (4)

A. They were ________________ men.

B. They were ___________________:  “secretly slipped in among you”

C. They were enemies of God’s _______________.

D. They denied God’s ________________.

E. They were ordained to _____________________.

4. How, then, should the church respond to the presence of this insidious enemy? The church must “contend for the faith that was once for all entrusted to the saints.”

“the faith” – a body of doctrine that was given by God thru the apostles to the church (John 16:12-13)

“once for all delivered to the saints” – 

What does it mean to “contend for the faith”?
“We must always speak the truth in love, & the weapons we use must be spiritual. At the same time, we must dare to take our stand for “the faith” even if our stand offends some and upsets others. We are not fighting personal enemies, but the enemies of the Lord. It is the honor & glory of Jesus Christ that is at stake. ‘Fight the good fight of faith’ (1 Tim. 6:12).”  - W. Wiersbe, Be Alert: Be Aware of Religious Imposters.
