




TIME LINE OF THE NEW TESTAMENT



“Thus, the apostle, in this short paragraph of only 

four verses (11-14), brings together the two bound-

aries of the Christian era, that is, the first coming of 

Christ which inaugurated it and the second coming 

of Christ which will terminate it. He urges us to look 

back to the one & forward to the other. For we live 

‘in between times’ — suspended rather uncomfort-

ably between the ‘already’ and the ‘not yet’.”

The Message of 1 Timothy and Titus (TBST)

John R. W. Stott



“The two comings of Christ are like two windows. Thru 

the western window a solemn light streams from Mount 

Calvary. Thru the eastern window shines the light of a 

brighter day. And it is because of these two windows 

that the present age is well lit for the believer. Centered 

on the cross, focused on the future; we cannot afford to 

do without the light coming from both directions.”

The Message of 1 Timothy and Titus (BST)

John R. W. Stott



Second Peter is the last testament of Simon Peter (1:12-15). 
Peter is conscious that his martyrdom is rapidly approaching. 
Second Peter is reminiscent of Paul’s second letter to Timothy. 
The church is facing assault from a hostile world, but it is also 
being infiltrated by false teachers (2:1-22). The church is at risk 
of being infected by the growing indifference to Christ’s return 
and the judgment to follow (3:1-16). Second Peter might well 
have been written today at the dawning of a third millennium. 
Like a mirror, it reflects the pagan culture of our times and the 
prevailing condition of the church. 2nd Peter is greatly needed, 
yet it is little known and is lightly regarded in our time.

Dr. Kenneth Hanna, From the Gospels to Glory, (2015)  



LOWER CRITICISM or Textual Criticism

What are Critical Scholars?

The discipline concerned with the recovery of original texts 
especially of Scripture through the collation of extant manuscripts.

HIGHER CRITICISM or Historical Criticism

Historical (or, Literary) criticism is a branch of literary analysis that investigates 
the origins of ancient texts in order to understand “the world behind the text.”



Two major views of 2 Peter 1:20

Two major views of 2 Peter 1:20 are: (1) No prophecy is to be pri-
vately or independently interpreted (cf. false teachers in 3:16). The 
Holy Spirit, Scripture itself, & the church should be included in the 
interpretive process. (2) No prophecy originated through the pro-
phet’s own interpretation. The preceding and following contexts 
indicate that this view is probably to be preferred. In vss. 16-19 the 
subject discussed is the origin of the apostolic message. Did it 
come from human imaginings, or was it from God? In vs. 20 again 
the subject is origin. No prophecy of Scripture arose from a merely 
human interpretation of things. This understanding of vs. 20 is fur-
ther supported by the explanatory “For” with which vs. 21 begins. 
Verse 21 explains verse 20 by restating its content and then affirm-
ing God as the origin of prophecy.



“carried along by the Holy Spirit”

In the production of Scripture God and man were active 
participants. God was the source of the content of Scrip-
ture, so that what it says is what God has said. But the 
human author also actively spoke; he was more than a 
recorder. Yet what he said came from God. Although 
actively speaking, he was carried along by the Holy Spirit.

Acts 27:15 – “The ship was caught by the storm & could 
not head into the wind, so we gave way to it and were 
driven along.”













Interpretive Key = “Write the things which you have seen,

and the things which are, and the things which will take place 

after these things.” (Revelation 1:19, NASV)

“The last days”
Inter-Advent / Inter-Regnum

First 69 

Weeks of 

Daniel
(Dan. 9:24-27)

------Daniel’s 70th Week------
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“In the past God spoke to our forefathers 

through the prophets at many times and in 

various ways, but in these last days he has 

spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed 

heir of all things, and through whom he made 

the universe.”  - Hebrews 1:1-2











THE FIVE WORLDS

of History, Science & Prophecy

Less than                             

one month?

1,656 Years Flood to 

Second 

Coming

1,000 Years Forever

“Very Good” 

World

Before

The Fall

Genesis 1-2;

cf. 1:31

“The world 

of that 

time”

Before The 

Flood

2 Peter 3:6

“Present 

Heavens 

& Earth”

2 Peter 

3:7

Millennial

Kingdom

Following 

Christ’s

Return

Rev. 20

New Heaven

New Earth

Eternity

Future

2 Peter 3:13

Rev. 21-22
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