


INTRODUCTION:

1. The events of John 6 took place over a period of two 

days, and the chapter is divided into two sections.

A. The PICTURE of the Bread of Life (6:1-21)

B. The PRESENTATION of the Bread of Life (6:22-71)
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days, and the chapter is divided into two sections.

A. The PICTURE of the Bread of Life (6:1-21)

B. The PRESENTATION of the Bread of Life (6:22-71)

2. Jesus’ teaching on the bread of life divides into three 

parts corresponding to the three types of hearers.

A. The first part (vss. 22-40):  “the crowd” (vs.22)

B. The second part (vss. 41-59):  “the Jews” (vs.41)

C. The third part (vss. 60-71):  “his disciples” (vs. 60)
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3. What I really want you to notice is the popularity of 

Jesus at the beginning of chapter 6. Compare it with 

end (vss. 60-71): “offense”, “desertion”, “betrayal”.

4. What happened? ANSWER: Jesus spoke the Truth! 

The discourse on “the bread of life” is actually a dia-

logue between Christ and the people—especially the 

religious leaders (“the Jews”). As Jesus spoke truth to 

the culture of His day (to 1st cent. Judaism; A.D. 26-30), 

we observe four responses to the Lord’s teaching.
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JESUS SPOKE THE TRUTH (vss. 22-62).

1. Seeking (6:14, 22-40) – “the crowd”

2. Grumbling (6:41-51) – “the Jews”

3. Arguing sharply (6:52-59) – “the Jews”

4. Offended (6:60-63) – “his disciples”
It was not that Jesus’ teaching was not hard to understand, but hard 

to accept. It was the truth that Jesus spoke that offended them.
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What was “the truth” that Jesus spoke that offended them so?

1. The incarnation (God became flesh; see Phil. 2:5-8)





JESUS SPOKE THE TRUTH (vss. 22-63).
What was “the truth” that Jesus spoke that offended them so?

1. The incarnation (God became flesh; see Phil. 2:5-8)

2. His substitutionary atonement (vs. 51b)

3. “Eat my Flesh” and “Drink my Blood” (vss. 48-58)

4. “I AM the bread of life” (vss. 35, 48; cp. 8:58)

5. The inability of the natural man to contribute to sav-

ing themselves (see 36-37, 44, 64-65)



JESUS LOST “HIS DISCIPLES” (vss. 60-71)
Note three attitudes that parallel responses we see today.

1. Open defection (vss. 60-66)
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JESUS LOSES “HIS DISCIPLES” (vss. 60-71)
Three attitudes that parallel responses we see today:

1. Open Defection (60-61, 66)

2. Firm Determination (67-69)

3. Subtle Deception (70-71)

MAKING IT PERSONAL
Two Theological Observations and One Challenge



MAKING IT PERSONAL
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1. John 6 reminds us of the human condition apart 

from Christ:  Dead, Blind, Sinful, Bad, Helpless!

2. John 6 reminds us of what God is doing today in 

this world (vss. 38-40). He’s building His Church. 





MAKING IT PERSONAL
Two Theological Observations and One Challenge

1. John 6 reminds us of the human condition apart 

from Christ:  Dead, Blind, Sinful, Bad, Helpless!

2. John 6 reminds us of what God is doing today in 

this world (vss. 38-40). He’s building His Church. 

3. John 6 reminds us of the Church’s responsibility
today. To speak God’s truth to the culture.
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