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1. John 1:1-18 is the PROLOGUE, and a special name is 

assigned to Jesus Christ: the “Word” (4x in vss. 1 & 14).

2. A “word” is a means of communication. This name (the 

Word) points to the truth that it is the very nature of God 

to reveal Himself (1:18; cp. Heb. 1:1-3).

3. John’s presentation of Jesus Christ is different from that 

of the Synoptic Gospels. John takes a theological rather 

than a biographical or historical approach.

4. In the first 3 verses of his Gospel, John directs us to the  

“Word” before Bethlehem and BEFORE the beginning.



THE WORD & DEITY
The Word in relation to God the Father (1:1-2)

1. His Eternal Pre-Existence (1a)
“In the beginning was the Word”

2. His Distinct Personality (1b, 2)
“and the Word was with God”

Two Errors to Avoid:

▪ Polytheism (more than one “god”)

▪ Unitarianism (modalism)



THE WORD & DEITY
The Word in relation to God the Father (1:1-2)

1. His Eternal Pre-Existence (1a)
“In the beginning was the Word”

2. His Distinct Personality (1b, 2)
“and the Word was with God”

3. His Absolute Deity (1c)
“and the Word was God”



THE WORD & CREATION
The Word in relation to the Universe (1:3)

1. He Predates the Universe
“In the beginning was the Word” (1:1a)

2. He Created the Universe (1:3)
1 Corinthians 8:6; Colossians 1:15-17; Hebrews 1:1-3
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THE WORD & CREATION
The Word in relation to the Universe (1:3)

1. He Predates the Universe

2. He Created the Universe (1:3)

3. He Controls the Universe 

A. There is no situation that is not “under control”. See 

Ephesians 1:22

B. God’s at work in it doing “the good” that He promised 

to do. See Romans 8:28.





MAKE IT PERSONAL

1. Every day there is a new beginning.

2. Every day there is hope.

3. Every day there must be surrender. 

4. Every day there must be service.




