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From Paradise to Prison



ABRAHAMIC COVENANT

“land” “seed” “blessing”
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is based on God's irrevocable promises to
Israel in the Abrahamic, Davidic, and New Covenants, Old Testament
prophecies, and important New Testament passages. These promises will be
fulfilled with Israel after the Second Coming of Christ. Messiah will rule the
world from an earthly Jerusalem in a wonderful era of peace between Israel
and the nations. The city of Jerusalem will be the center of religion and
government for one thousand years, and God's glory will be displayed on
the earth as in no other time in history. After this millennium, God will
remake the heavens and the earth, and then the second stage of God's
kingdom will begin and last forever. Concerning the rapture of the church,
most dispensationalists believe that God will rapture the church out of the
world before the seven-year Tribulation begins (i.e., pretribulationism).
During the Tribulation, God will begin to bring Israel back to Himself.

Larry D. Pettegrew



usually agree that God made covenants with
Israel in the Old Testament promising her that Messiah would one
day set up a kingdom with Israel at the center. But tragically, Israel
for-feited these promises when, instead of accepting Jesus as her
Messiah, she crucified Him. Consequently, historical premillennialists
teach that God permanently transferred the promises of the cove-
nants from the one nation of Israel, and thus the church permanently
“superseded” Israel. If there is a large conversion of Jews in the
future, they will be added to the church. But national Israel is no
longer a part of God's plan. Most historic premillennialists teach that
the church will go through the Tribulation (i.e., posttribulationism).

Larry D. Pettegrew
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