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Series:  Thy Kingdom Come (FOI – 2019)
Lesson Title:  “The Eternal Kingdom” (Rev. 21:1-22:5)

1. With Revelation 21 & 22, we come to the ___________________ of God’s kingdom program and the __________ of all history.

2. All three _________________________ God placed man into at creation are fully __________________. All three were marred at the fall, but now all three are complete!

3. While Genesis 1-2 was the ______________ “Once upon a time,” with Revelation 21-22 we see the ________________ “And they lived happily ever after.”
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THE TIMING OF THE NEW EARTH
NOTE: 19:11, 17, 19; 20:1, 4, 11, 12; 21:1 = kai eidon

1. What is described starting in 21:1 occurs __________________ after the 1,000-year reign of Christ on the earth, the final rebel-lion and defeat of Satan, and the Great White Throne judgment of Revelation 20:11-15. 

2. The final ________ & ______________________ of the believ-er is not the intermediate state in heaven, or even the millennium of Rev. 20:1-6, but the eternal state as described in Rev. 21-22.
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THE CONNECTION WITH GENESIS 1-2
The first chapters of Genesis & the last chapters of Revelation reveal divinely intended connections between first things (protology) and last things (eschatology). The comparisons are striking & show God’s intent to restore the fallen creation.
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THE NATURE OF THE NEW EARTH

1. Literal or _______________________?
- a tangible universe; i.e. a real physical planet.
- spiritual realities for Christians; figurative descriptions of salvation.

2. ______________________ or renewal?
Debate: “Will the new earth will be a ___________________ of the current planet earth or an entirely ___________ planet, an ex nihilo (“out of nothing”) creation.

A. Renewal view fits the Bible’s ___________________.
B. Romans 8 shows creation __________  _______ renewal, not annihilation and extinction.

C. The fate of creation ______________ the fate of man, which is resurrection & renewal, not annihilation with a start-over.

D. The ______________ of Scripture indicates renewal rather than annihilation. See Matthew 19:28; Acts 3:21; Col. 1:16, 20.

In this debate, much hinges on ______________________ with its language of fiery destruction for the earth.

A. Annihilationists interpret this intense language as meaning the current universe will be _____________________ with fire, making an entirely new heaven & earth _________________.

Advocates of renewal have a different understanding.
This fiery judgment is compared to an earlier global judgment — the flood of Noah’s day (3:6) in which the planet was ‘destroyed’ by water but was not annihilated.

B. Annihilationists see the wording of Rev. 21:1 — “The first hea-ven & the first earth passed away” — as supporting their view.

Advocates of renewal have a different understanding.
“Passed away” doesn’t mean annihilation of the earth but a transition from the old order of the fallen world to the new (cp. 2 Cor. 5:17).

CHARACTERISTICS OF THE NEW HEAVEN & NEW EARTH

1. What will the new heaven be like?

2. What will the new earth be like?

A. NO SEA:  “and there is no longer any sea” (21:1b)
This is a challenging statement. What does “no sea” mean?
· No bodies of water at all and no aquatic life.
· Figuratively, the absence of negative influences on the near earth.
· Large salt-water oceans that separate people will be removed, but water will probably still exist on the new earth.

B. NO CURSE:  “No longer will there be any curse” (22:3a)

3. How glorious will the new heaven and earth be?
“Behold, I will create new heavens & a new earth. The former things will not be remembered, nor will they come to mind.”
