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INTRODUCTION:

1. Think about a time in your life when you were _DECEWN ED>
Marital deception .. Investment deception ... Real Estate deception, etc.

2. Nothing is worse than S P(12iTUA (L deception (2 Cor. 4:6)
Paul had this in mind when he wrote the Corinthians (2 Cor. 11:2-6,13-15)

SERIOUSNESS OF THE SUBJECT: John uses two special terms . . .

1. The LAST Houg
It began in John’s day and has been growing in intensity ever since

2. ‘B"‘J“‘ ‘ h Hs_ff . John emphasizes that there are Fnan?:
This term is used in the Bible only by John (2:18, 22; 4:3: 2 John 7)

A. The SPieT of antichrist

‘anti” has a dual meaning: “against” Christ or “instead of“ Christ. The

term denotes anyone vl/(tno opposes Christ or falsely represents Him
. ~ TEACHERS -
B. The FALSE Probuet=  who embody this spirit

There are "many" who embody this spirit (2:18: 4:1; 2 John 7)

- hY .
C. A . FER‘?L ~ who will head up the final world rebellion
A 'satanic superman’ whom the Bible calls ‘Antichrist’ (capital A). He's
called "the man of lawlessness” (2Th. 2:3) and "the beast” (Rev. 13:1-8)

ANTICHRISTS and CHRISTIANS

John distinguishes between false t [
ornguishes alse teachers and true believers

1. Characteristics of false teachers (the "many antichrists”) <~ -

A. They DEPART from the fe”owship (2:19) —

B. They DENY  the faith (2:22-23) —
1) Their teaching is_ DE FETIVE

2) Their teaching is_Dia®e Cle A

3) Their teaching has a dreadful _EFEET  (23)

(o FUSE TP (29,
C. They DECZWMVE the unsuspecting (2:26; 3.7)

2. Characteristics of true believers A of 4.,
. o Orat g
A. You have the _{ (c zb 317‘\°"+ (vv. 20, 27). j

B. You have the C_O,pg\c;(\% to know the truth (w. 20b-21, 27)

C. You have been given DN ERANIMAL T (v. 21)

SAFEGUARDS AGAINST HERESY

John identifies two safeguards which will protect his readers from being led
astray (deceived). If we're to be guarded, two things must “remain” in us.

———

1. The Objective Safequard ) & et &
The _Afosmolic-  Word (v. 240\ Tpachwli—

2. The Subjective Safeguard W %Alf&d LY
© The _ANowinb— Spirit & 1 hett&rr—

3. The Ecclesiastical Safeguard:
The _(JTAL— Church (1 Tim. 3:14-4:16; 2 Tim. 3:14-4:5)
“An elder must hold firmly to the trustworthy message as it has been taught, so

that he can encourage others by sound doctrine and refute those who oppose it.”
(Titus 1:9)

DEALING WITH DECEIVERS
How to walk in the truth; how to walk in triumph!

1. Renew your _(OMUATMENT . /Fo the Word of God

A. Fill your tank _ 1> ALY

B. Take OPPPRIVMNITIES for serious, systematic study

* A suggestion for study . ..
- A one year, concentrated Bible course at Bible college or institute

e Some key areas for study . . .
- Understanding the Bible; Surveys of both Old and New Testaments
- How to Study the Bible
- Systematic Theology (ten major doctrines)

2. STAND FIR WA in your convictions (1 Pet. 3:15)

3. Stay_ TOCULEDS (like a laser beam") on Christ .




